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Hetton Lyons Primary School

Music Policy
Intent 

At Hetton Lyons Primary School, the music curriculum is designed to bring children together by creating opportunities for working with each other using one universal language. We believe that music is a powerful form of communication and allows all children to express themselves in a unique and personal way. It is our aim that all children at Hetton Lyons Primary School experience a high-quality, inspiring music education which instils a life-long enjoyment and appreciation for music.

Our Music principles.

Our school’s music principles are based on consultation with staff and children. They are our vision for Music. These principles are displayed in all classrooms when children are studying music.
Good Music is:
· Singing with confidence and for enjoyment.

· Participation and enthusiasm

· Listening to and appreciating music from a range of genres, cultures and styles.

· Composing

· Using theory and practice together to feel and understand the music

· Performing 

Implementation

Teachers create a positive attitude to learning Music within their classrooms and reinforce an expectation that all children are capable of achieving high standards in Music. Our whole school approach to the teaching and learning of Music involves the following:

· At Hetton Lyons Primary School, we encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all children. 
· Although Music theory is taught as a discrete subject, singing is an integral part of the school day, with staff providing opportunities for the children to use singing across all areas of the curriculum to support their learning.
· Music is taught on a weekly basis so that children can achieve depth in their learning. 

· We fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for Music alongside Sing Up Music Scheme to ensure progression throughout each year group across the school. 

· Singing assemblies take place in school on a weekly basis. 

· We have a peripatetic music teacher who spends a time teaching in each year group over the year. Individual music lessons are available to any children who wish to learn brass, woodwind, percussion or string instruments outside of the school curriculum. 
· We have a school choir who meet on a weekly basis and regularly perform.
Teaching and Learning 

· Teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to sing in tune and with other people. 

· Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and organisation of music.

· We teach children to listen and to appreciate different forms of music. As children get older, we expect them to maintain their concentration for longer and to listen to more extended pieces of music. 

· Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when learning about how music can represent feelings and emotions. 

· We teach children how to recognise pulse and pitch from a young age and this is a focus throughout the Key Stages. 

· Pupils are taught musical notation and how to compose music.

· Children are encouraged to work with others to make music and learn how individuals combine together to make sounds. 

· Over the course of a unit, the lessons taught will include performance, composition, specific listening tasks, and giving and listening to appraisal and constructive criticism. 

· At least part of each music session involves whole class activities with the opportunity for group work. We recognise that there are children of widely different musical abilities in all classes, so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. 

· Consideration is given to how greater depth will be taught, learnt and demonstrated within each lesson, as well as how learners will be supported in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion.

Resources

We have a range of resources and equipment in our school support the delivery of music. There is a central store of:

· Large percussion instruments 

· Small percussion instruments

· Brass instruments

· Woodwind instruments

· Ukuleles 

· Keyboards

· Chime bars

The importance of Music in the curriculum

Music has many developmental benefits in children and plays an important role in supporting children’s emotional well-being. Music develops children’s ability to take part in practical, first hand activities, both individually and in groups. This encourages and cultivates an enjoyment of different genres of music. We believe that music reflects the culture and society we live in and so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the world they live in. It is a creative and fun activity but can also be a highly challenging subject. It is important that music is taught as its own subject but it can also link to all areas of the curriculum to support children’s learning and understanding of other topics. 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Children are taught to enjoy and appreciate Music through singing familiar songs This supports their learning significantly in all areas. Children are taught rhythm and pulse in a discrete way. This supports the ELG for Exploring and Using Media and Materials and Being Imaginative.

· 30-50 Months – Exploring and using media and materials

· Sings a few familiar songs

· Beginning to move rhythmically

· Imitates movement in response to music

· Taps out single repeated rhythms

· Explores and learns how sounds can be changed

· 30-50 Months – Being Imaginative

· Creates movement in response to music

· Sings to self and makes up simple songs

· 40-60 Months – Exploring and using media and materials

· Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances. 

· Explores the different sounds of instruments

· Makes up rhythms

Key Stage 1

At KS1, as well as continuing to develop singing, pupils begin to play instruments, make music and listen to a range of music genres. 

Pupils are taught the following areas from the National Curriculum (2014):

· Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes.

· Play tuned and untuned instruments musically

· Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music

· Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.
Key Stage 2

At KS2 pupils are expected to perform, using their voices and instruments, as individuals and in a group. They should compose their own music. Children are taught to listen and appreciate music and develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Pupils are taught the following areas from the National Curriculum (2014):

· play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

· improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 

· listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

· use and understand staff and other musical notations 

· appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 

· develop an understanding of the history of music.
Expectations
· By the end of Early Years Foundation Stage, the performance of most pupils should be working within the Early Learning Goals.
· By the end of KS1, the performance of most pupils should be Year 2 Expected level. 
· By the end of KS2, the performance of most pupils should be Year 6 Expected level. 
Metacognition

Learning is a change to long term memory and if nothing has been altered in long term memory, nothing has been learned. Throughout the unit of learning, each year group will be taught key vocabulary, skills and knowledge, which the children will use to demonstrate a clear and deep understanding of their learning. This will be revisited and recapped frequently in order for children to store this learning into their long term memory. At Hetton Lyons we believe metacognition is key to being a self-regulated learner, who is actively engaged in improving their practice.
How will we fulfil our aims?
1. Curriculum Provision
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, Music and singing should be an integral part of the day and should support the teaching and learning of other subject areas. Music should be enjoyable and a tool for expressing feelings and emotions. 
In both KS1 and KS2 Music is taught as a discrete subject but it also used across subjects and topics to support teaching and learning. 
The school places a high emphasis on developing children’s love and appreciation for music.
2. Teaching and learning.

Teachers use a clear and well-planned progression document which outlines the objectives and skills covered in each year group. 

We believe Music should be an enjoyable experience and encourage children to take part in a range of practical activities to build their confidence.  
Children are taught to listen and appreciate music from a range of cultures, styles and genres. 

Children are taught musical notation and how to compose music. 

Lessons make effective links with other curriculum areas and can be used to support Topics. 
We recognise the fact that there are children of different abilities and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by:

· Setting open-ended tasks which could have a variety of responses

( Setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks)

 ( Grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks to each ability group

( Providing resources depending on the ability of the child

 ( Using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children

3.The Learning Environment

Every classroom has a ‘topic’ Working Wall’. Any musical links with topics will be displayed here.  

4. Inclusion and Equal Opportunities
Planning at all levels ensures that account is taken of race, gender and special needs e.g. resources, both human and physical, and a range of teaching methods are deployed to promote inclusion for those children with ESBD, physical and sensory disabilities, language and communication difficulties or learning and cognition difficulties.
Inclusive practice in Music should enable all children to achieve their best possible standard; whatever their ability, and irrespective of gender, ethnic, social or cultural background, home language or any other aspect that could affect their participation in, or progress in their learning. Children that are ‘talented’ for music will be encouraged to work with peripatetic music teachers, either joining the school choir or learning an instrument. 

5. Assessment
The school recognises the importance of assessment of and for learning, so that staff and pupils are aware of next steps and ways to improve. Children are encouraged to use peer and self- assessment.
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, assessment is on-going, observations inform next steps planning. Progress over the year is recorded using the Development Matters age bands. Evidence is collected throughout the Foundation Stage. This may include photographs, observation or a work sample. Evidence of attainment is included on the children’s online learning journals (Tapestry). Some evidence will also be found in floor books when it links with other areas of the early Learning Goals.
At KS1 & KS2, pupils’ knowledge and understanding are assessed before each unit of work by questioning their knowledge of previous units of learning, discussion and observation.

Teachers assess children’s work in Music by making assessments as they observe them working during lessons. They also ask questions during lessons to assess understanding. They record the progress that children make by assessing the children’s work against the year group expectations from the national curriculum. This allows teachers to make termly assessments of attainment and progress for each child.

At the end of each key stage, the children’s learning is assessed against the age-related expectation bands that are based on the 2014 National Curriculum statements for Music. We use summative assessment to determine children’s understanding and inform teachers planning. This is reviewed on a termly basis by the teachers and subject leader, who also carries out regular learning walks, evidence scrutinies and lesson observations. 

Music assessments and progress are discussed in all Pupil Progress Reviews.
6. Resources
Music resources are in a shared area, are accessed easily by all members of staff and are stored safely. Resources are checked and tested regularly and renewed and updated when appropriate. 

7.  Safeguarding and Health and Safety
Safe practice must be promoted at all times. Teachers must take into account any health and safety and child protection issues, particular attention must be given to avoiding the use of anything which aggravates individual pupils’ allergies. Risk assessments are carried out to ensure safety issues have been identified and that specific attention is made when activities are unusual and beyond the scope of normal safety practice.
8. Cross Curricular Links
Literacy: In both key stages, learning songs and rhymes supports the children’s language acquisition and widens their exposure to vocabulary. Music supports children in recognising grammatical and rhyming patterns through singing songs. Children are taught to establish a sense of rhythm and this can increase their awareness of rhyming patterns and alliteration in other areas of reading and writing. Through music, memory skills can be improved. Music can focus the mind on the sounds being perceived and promote learning through an interactive process. Music and songs help increase these listening skills in a fun, relaxed manner. Listening skills are key in singing, language and expressive movement which is also important in reading and writing.
Maths: In Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, children will be taught to recognise rhythm and count the beats in a piece of music. 
Information and Communications Technology: In Key Stage 2, children begin to learn about the history of music. They will use computing skills to research famous composer and periods of music in history. 

Music will be used to reinforce learning in class topics through learning and singing songs. 
Children and staff access a variety of activities and resources using the IWB (Interactive Whiteboard).

9. Trips and Visitors
The school recognises the importance of curriculum enrichment which can be provided by visitors to the school as well as trips outside of school. Years groups will have the opportunities to take part in musical activities outside of school e.g. Sunderland Sings and also as part of extra-curricular clubs e.g. the school choir. 
10. How is Music monitored and evaluated?
The subject leader will coordinate the implementation of the school Music plan and monitor progress against the targets identified in the Music action plan. Pupil performance data is reviewed termly by Music Subject leaders and the Senior Leadership Team. Planning is monitored to ensure it follows the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum and that it takes account of the range of pupils at our school and is appropriate to our needs. Evidence of music lessons is uploaded to the school drive and reviewed by the subject leader (e.g. videos and photographs). It is expected that there should be evidence every half term after a unit has been taught, demonstrating the children’s progress in the form of a performance. 
Impact 

The successful approach at Hetton Lyons results in a fun, engaging, high-quality Music education, that provides children with the foundations for listening to and creating music. The whole school approach also ensures:
· Children achieve their end of year and key stage expectations.

· Children have gained relevant skills and knowledge specific to the primary Music curriculum.

· Children will be able to learn about possible careers in the field of Music.

· Pupil voice is valued and used to develop the Music curriculum further.
· Children’s knowledge and skills will develop progressively as they move through the school, not only to enable them to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum but to prepare them to become competent musicians in secondary education.
They will develop a deep knowledge, understanding and appreciation of music in the present day as well as part of history. Musical understanding, as well as children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is embedded. Music will also support children’s emotional well-being. 

The Music subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of the children’s learning and the quality of teaching in Music. The Music subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of Music, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.

We aim to obtain pupil’s viewpoints through pupil voice questionnaires and more discrete questioning by the teachers, this plays a significant role in helping us to find out how children feel about the subject and in us hoping to develop a love of Music within our children.

Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed by the governing body as part of its regular review of policies or when there is a change in assessment or curriculum.
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